Train Station in Kelso, WA 


The Kelso Multimodal Transportation Center, the Amtrak station for this community, 
was originally built for the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1912. It became a station stop for 
Amtrak in 1981. The station underwent extensive renovation beginning in September 
1994; it was formally rededicated on September 23, 1995. It is the region’s first 
multimodal center, as it includes commercial and intercity bus service. 


The area that became Kelso, at the western foot of hills where the Cowlitz and 
Coweeman Rivers meet the Columbia River, was inhabited by people of the Cowlitz 
Tribe when European settlers arrived in 1855; members of that tribe still reside there 
today. In 1871-72, the Northern Pacific Railroad came to the Cowlitz Valley and built a 
short one-track line from Kalama to Commencement Bay that later became part of the 
transcontinental rail system. This line carried passengers and freight both ways on the 
east bank of the Cowlitz. At that time, the stop was called Crawfordville. In 1884, Peter 
Crawford, of Kelso, Scotland, officially founded the town of Kelso. It was a rowdy place 
at first, catering to local loggers and the lumber mills. In 1886, the Crawford family 
donated three and a half acres for a station house, and a small wooden structure was built. 


The townspeople petitioned the Northern Pacific for a better passenger and freight depot 
in 1906. The brick passenger and wooden freight depot was built and the town held a 
grand opening reception on February 12, 1912. Although the interior of the building 
changed several times, the depot has continued to give good access to the public. 


Kelso, which lies to the west of Mount Saint Helens, had a front-row seat for the eruption 
on May 18, 1980. Many areas of the city, notably the Three Rivers Shopping Mall, are 
built on volcanic ash dredged from the mudflow that went into the Cowlitz River. 


Kelso lies on the eastern bank of the Cowlitz, directly across from Longview. Though 
Kelso is the county seat, Longview is the larger town. In 1918, timber baron Robert A. 
Long decided to move his operation out to the west coast due to dwindling supplies in the 
South. When moving out to their new mill, it became clear that the population of the 
small town of Kelso could not st ; ‘14,000 men that would be required to run the 
mill. Therefore, the Long-Bell Company contracted with a city planner based in St. 

Louis, George Kessler, to build the city that could support the two planned mills. 
Longview was incorporated 24; it had been built entirely with private 
funds, and was the only su e 1 July i 


